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1950s-1960s

1950s

Among early artists – Yaman Besar, 
Mailin, Basuni Jaafar

Exhibitions during school open 
days and national celebrations

1960s

Art Education incorporated

Handicraft- basketry & 
anyaman/mat making





1970s

1970s

Competition and Exhibition –

HM Birthday Celebrations

1975 Collective Exhibition of 
Brunei Artists

Artists from RTB, DBP, Brunei 
Museums, and Teachers

1976 Brunei Artists Association 
formally registered

Yearly Exhibition and Art Activities 

School Art Exhibitions
Brunei Museums at Kota Batu 

completed 1970 & 

Inaugurated in 1972



















1980s

1980s

ASEAN COCI Projects

Travelling Exhibition of Art, 
Photography & Children Art

ASEAN Sculpture Symposium 

1984

1984 Full Independence

National Celebrations

School Exhibitions

1st BRU-SIN Art Exhibition, 

Sept 1989



asean sculpture symposiums



1990s

1990s

2nd BRU-SIN Art Exhibition

January 1991, National Museum 
Art Gallery, Singapore

Competition and Exhibition –

HM Birthday Celebrations

Brunei Artists Association 
Exhibitions

ASEAN Arts Awards

Founded by Philip Morris

1994–Singapore, 1995-Jakarta, 
1997-Manila, 1999-Kuala Lumpur





2000s

2000s

ASEAN Arts Awards

by Philip Morris

2000–Singapore, 2002-Bali

Competition and Exhibition –

HM Birthday Celebrations

Brunei Art Forum – New Art Group 
formed

Exhibitions by BAF

Private Art Galleries –

Opening of Rainforest & Jydin





2010s

2000s

Art and Design Programme
Introduced at degree level in UBD

Art Creative Technology / Design & 
Creative Industries

Asian Art Biennale Bangladesh 
Dhaka

Brunei Creative Industries Forum 
2011

Museums / Art Institutions / 
Private Gallaries / Art organisation

Art Exhibition







2023 The way forward

2000s

National

Creative & Cultural Industries 
Policy

Creative Industries Mapping

National Gallery / Cultural Centre

Grants or financial support for 
developing creative industries


